
  
 

GCSE HISTORY 

Specification; Edexcel GCSE History (1-9) 

 

The History GCSE has 3 exams and we cover 4 different topics. All exams will take place after the 
Spring Bank Holiday. The dates of the exams, length of exam and weightings are all listed below.  

PAPER 1. 

• 16th May 2025 – Medicine in Britain c1250 – present day and the British sector of the 
Western Front. Injuries, treatments and trenches. 1 hour 15 minutes, worth 30%.  

PAPER 2. 

• 5th June 2025 – Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 1060 - 1088 and the American West 1835 
- 1895. 1 hour 45 minutes, worth 40%.  

PAPER 3.  

• 10th June 2025 – USA, Conflict at home and abroad 1954 – 1975 (Civil Rights Movement and 
Vietnam). 1 hour 20 minutes, worth 30%. 
 

Students sat 1 practise exam for Paper 1 (Medicine in Britain) in June last year.  They are to sit a 
Paper 3 practise exam in the week beginning 20th  January 2025. Students should already have 
started their revision for this paper and should use their time over the Christmas holidays to 
prepare. They will be examined on their knowledge of the Civil Rights Movement and the Vietnam 
War (completed in blue exercise books). After practise exams they will start the Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman Topic which is their final topic. 80% of the course will have been completed by that point. 

 

In order to support your son/daughter in the preparation for this exam there are a number of 
revision guides that you can purchase from our school shop; 

• Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History Medicine in Britain Revise Guide and Workbook. ISBN – 
978-1292169729. 

• Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Anglo Saxon and Norman England. ISBN – 978 – 1292169743. 
• Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) American West. ISBN – 978-1292169774. 
• Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) USA conflict at home and abroad. ISBN – 978 – 1292169767. 

 

All students have been given revision guides for each topic and have received a specific revision 
guide for the practise exam. There are also lots of revision resources available to download from 
Teams and they can use the Revision Wizard tool via Educake which will generate questions for them 
to answer.  

 

 

 

 



  
 
PAPER 1 REVISION. 

• Write your own revision summaries for each time period of the medicine topic (medieval, 
renaissance, 1700 – 1900, modern medicine and trench warfare). 

• Complete a big timeline for the whole course. Start at medieval times and go right to modern day. 
Identify all the key developments and discoveries. Once complete, look at your timeline to identify 
turning points and similarities and differences. Highlight areas of change and continuity.  

• Create a who’s who for the medicine topic. Use your revision checklist to help you here. 
• Complete some practise questions on Medicine Through Time – these are available via the class 

channel on Teams and at the back of your revision guides. 
• Plan for 12 mark explain why questions. 

 

PAPER 2 REVISION. 

• Write yourself a detailed timeline of the Anglo-Saxon and Norman Topic and American West. This will 
help you to focus your revision. Complete flash cards which look at the different events, battles, 
individuals. 

• Complete who is who lists for Anglo-Saxon and Norman England and American West. Get someone at 
home to test you on who each person is and what events they were involved in. Try to explain why 
they are important to these topics.  

• Compare Anglo-Saxon England with Norman England. Think about what has changed and what has 
stayed the same. Try and think about the changes that might have occurred to the following 
groups/institutions; the Church, law and order, what changed for the England Earls, landowners, 
ordinary people.  

• Create a A3 mind-map exploring the different reasons why William won the Battle of Hastings. Think 
about William’s victory but also Harold’s defeat – what impact did it have that he was fighting 
Hardrada at Stamford Bridge when William arrived? 

• Write a timeline for all the rebellions that occurred against William. For each one make sure you know 
the causes of it, what happened and William’s reaction. Then try to identify reasons why rebellion’s 
against William failed. Plan a 12-mark question as if you were going to explain why they failed. 

• Compare how William tried to keep control when he first gained power and then how this might have 
changed after the rebellions. What methods did he introduce to make sure no one challenged him? 

• Complete revision clocks looking at the 3 topic areas for American West. 
• Choose a theme (Plains Indians, settlers, cowboys, ranching) and see how that theme developed 

throughout the whole time period. For example; why did settlers move to the West, what was farming 
like to begin with, how did farming develop, what helped farming to develop, did they experience any 
conflict with other groups.  

PAPER 3 REVISION.  

• Complete a timeline of key events for the Civil Rights Movement. For each event try to identify factors 
that were responsible for success. Use these factors to plan and write 12 mark explain why questions. 

• Make sure you also understand how the movement became more radical. Complete some focused 
revision on the black power movement and the black panthers. Create a comparison poster of Martin 
Luther King and Malcolm X.  

• Create a who's who for some of the key individuals in this topic and make sure you can explain why 
they were important.   

• Create a timeline for Vietnam. Try to identify, on your timeline, some turning points. For example; 
Gulf of Tonkin, My Lai, The Tet Offensive. Explain why these are important events in the topic. What 
changed as a result of these key events? 

• Compare the Vietcong Soldiers to the US soldiers? How did their tactics differ? What impact did it 
have?   

• Complete the exercises and quick questions in your revision guide.  
• Create a who is who for Paper 3, so you know who the different individuals are. Write them all around 

the edge of a A3 piece of paper. Can you make links between them and connect different events with 
the individuals involved in them. 

 



Edexcel GCSE Specification. 
 

Paper 1; Medicine in Britain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Paper 2; Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, American West.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Paper 3; Conflict in the USA at home and abroad (Civil Rights movement and 
Vietnam).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



PAPER 1: Medicine in Britain. 











































PAPER 2: Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman England.



4 mark describe questions.



12 mark explain why questions.





16 mark ‘how far do you agree’ 
questions.







PAPER 3 - USA: Conflict at home 
and abroad.
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